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Assets and Group Living for Children 


Oscar M.D. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Given the Chicago Regional Conference Child Welfare League, April, 1939 


ROUP life develops slowly out family life. 
Its success failure depends fundamentally 
the child’s love relationships with his family 
those who substitute for the members his family. 
the earliest relationships, the infant totally “‘re- 
lated” adults. enters late infancy (the pre- 
school era) continues look adults for under- 
standing, protection and help. This stresses most 
that the young child needs feel accepted adults 
before feels adequate make adjustments with 
the group. the beginning, needs included 
and receive love. this does not occur, will later 
adults who continue stand the way his ex- 
pressing his feelings freely. 

Before child enters group life, has 
ered” adequately. his parents are comfortable with 
each other and have healthy way expressing their 
feelings for the child, has good chance 
ing up,” being psychologically 
period has been described psychanalyst end- 
ing when the child makes peace with his parents and 
tries get along well without them with them. 
This ushers in, successfully accomplished, the 
period latency early group life about the age 
six. Around the age twelve, adolescence begins 
and the individual attempts prove that him- 
self adult. His efforts begin long before his emo- 
tions are mature enough permit him make adult 
judgments, but his emotions, nevertheless, prompt 
him feel sure that can make such judgments. 
Accordingly, attempts try out his 
even before knows how use and without 
realizing that illusory. 


Adults are still primarily important continuous 
way. One can notice this observing children 
nursery school. They look the adult for help, un- 
derstanding and love. Reports from nursery school 


teachers, who have perhaps the best and most exten- 
sive experience this age group, emphasize this 
strongly. They suggest that behavior difficulties are 
affected much more promptly and favorably where 
the young child feels acceptance the 
adult than the actual methods the teacher uses. 
Further proof the young child’s lack readiness 
for group life found the recreational and creative 
interests develops. first tends things 
alone, looking the adult for approval, and then 
gradually paying attention his playmates. When 
gets kindergarten his interest projects may 
well include membership small group which be- 
gins divide responsibilities and pleasures true 
group fashion. Institutional living too complex for 
children under six, for tends continuous 
group experience for them. They are much better 
placed families where adults have understandably 
major importance and are more easily reached than 
they are group living. 


BETWEEN SIx AND TWELVE 


Adults become diminishingly important and the 
children begin try out their own strength com- 
petitive and cooperative relationships. The adult 
never quite disappears from the picture, however. 
instance given boy eleven who came home 
every day from school for apple other after- 
school luncheon. never quite noticed his mother 
until missed her one day such time. first, 
looked for her, was bit sad and then be- 
came somewhat frightened. When finally found 
her was quite angry that she was not present when 
returned home, had always noticed her and 
wanted her such times. This merely indicates that 
the children cannot really free adults this 
period. Adults are almost important this 
first period, but they are not continuously necessary. 

rule, shy children come from homes where 
parents have not yet freed them for this period 
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latency (six twelve years). Nevertheless, where the 
adults who supervise groups shy children are ac- 
cessible and available, such shy children may emerge 
comfortably. This was well described the study 
made Lowerstein and Svendsen the American 
Journal Orthopsychiatry, October, 1938. They 
made study group shy children summer 
camp. After eight weeks these children divided off 
into groups which contained about the usual number 
shy and aggressive children. other words, where 
these children felt free make their own judgments 
and were helped adults, their 
feelings security strengthened enough promote 
definite group aggressions. 


Group ADOLESCENCE 


the struggle against adults who try keep them 
children, adolescents find each other sympathetic and 
mutually respectful. They have need break away 
graduate from dependency and, also, adjust 
powerful new instinctual feelings, chiefly related 
sex. The advantage being among adults who guide 
them over against those who treat them authori- 
tatively, keep the relationship 
Lewin has made interesting group studies boys 
who gathered together groups with adult leaders. 
Where the leaders were controlling, directing and 
authoritative, the groups presented more trouble and 
shorter span existence. the other hand, where 
the group organization tended grow democrati- 
cally through opportunities develop leadership and 
creative ideas from within, the adult leader was 
more, there was much less difficulty among 
the members and the club lasted longer. Group work 
offers the most important contribution this time. 
Newstetter, his book, Adjustment,” con- 
firms Lewin’s ideas when states that work 
with groups not group work. class, carrying 
lesson which taught teacher, with self- 
directed activity, not group Children 
this time begin act like adults, even their in- 
experience reveals their lack ability actually 
adult. Thus, they tend into mobs, gangs 
groups. mobs, their emotions primitively follow 
any aggressive leader who appears need take 
charge. gangs, they tend plan and cooperate 
common venture, but they all act either fol- 
lowers exploiting leaders. group-formation, 
however, all the members find each other co- 
operative members unit, with chances lead 
much follow and with appreciation for the demo- 
cratic advantage free movement within free 


group. 


the earlier institutions, adults controlled the 
groups, adolescents and younger. the newer insti- 
tutions, the children have the opportunity develop 
their own ideas, responsible for group govern- 
ment well self-government. many the 
newer institutions schools the primary basis still 
remains, respect the adults for the children’s 
ability govern themselves and the result respect 
the children for the adults. The basis for getting 
respect giving it. Examples excellent success 
this type group training may found the Neal 
School England and August Aichorn’s school 
Vienna. important contribution has been made 
with the Tremont Area Study Cleveland. this 
area, with high delinquency rate, the social agen- 
cies and the police have succeeded interesting the 
community taking over responsibility healthier 
group life. The young people have taken this chal- 
lenge and have succeeded already developing such 
change group relationship that problems health 
and delinquency have sharply fallen. 


THE INSTITUTIONAL FAMILY PATTERNS 


Much depends the emotional stability and ade- 
quacy adults who act the substitute parents 
given institution. Comfortable adults, who are able 
give children the chance develop independent 
judgment and thinking, will much more successful. 
the adults are tense about what they say and about 
giving the children greater latitude, their tensions 
will apt defeat such program. Institutions 
have different patterns this regard. one, chil- 
dren feel responsibility, there freedom move- 
ment, visitors come and they please, children 
have contact with the outside neighborhood, they in- 
vite neighborhood children for meals, they have 
frequent wholesome affairs” with each other 
and give the general impression sparkle and self- 
assurance. another institution, the girls dare not 
expose themselves each other when they take 
showers, for they must wear gown the shower 
room. boys’ institution like it, the boys wear 


trunks when taking showers. The children both 


these places follow patterns laid down for them and 
there high incidence unhealthy reaction such 
repression. another institution the head too 
paternalistic, for the boys and girls who leave feel lost 
away from him and tend run back for advice. They 
have been overprotected and have had little 
conscious need free themselves that their emo- 
tional difficulties leaving produce quite malad- 
justment. The best institutional family one which 
(Continued page 
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Genetics Child Adoption Practice 
M.D. 


University Pittsburgh 


1924 study conditions pertaining the 
adoption children Pennsylvania was made 
The Children’s Commission Pennsylvania which 
had been created Act Legislature. the 
same time the Children’s Bureau the State De- 
partment Welfare was conducting similar re- 
search. These concurrent investigations brought 
light many startling conditions. The Children’s 
Commission thereupon drafted new Adoption Law 
which was passed the State Legislature 1925. 
1930 State-Wide Child Welfare Conference was 
held Harrisburg and Ten-Year Child Welfare 
Program Pennsylvania was undertaken. was 
evident that adoption children was one the 
important aspects Child Welfare included 
the Ten Year Program. was felt that second 
study adoptions should made determine the 
extent which the abuses former days were being 
corrected the improved law. Consequently 
investigation was made all the adoptions which 
went through the courts counties 
vania during the years 1931 and 1932. 

this time enlivened interest questions con- 
cerning adoption was becoming manifest throughout 
the country. Several maternity homes had become 
notorious virtue the fact that they were willing 
negotiate for the adoption unborn children. 
various places throughout the country babies were, 
all intents and purposes, actually sold prospec- 
tive adoptive parents who were willing pay for 
“getting some instances feebleminded 
children were adopted and later had admitted 
institutions for the feebleminded. Many children 
were adopted for whom there was inadequate ge- 
netic information available. Some adopted children 
were foundlings about whom absolutely nothing was 
known. Many were children born out wedlock 
whose paternity had never been established. 

sensitivity all phases child welfare was in- 
creasing throughout the country, was but natural 
that desire prevent inadvisable adoptions and 
encourage advisable ones should become evident 
many strategic points throughout the country simul- 
taneously. Child welfare agencies, therefore, for sev- 
eral years have been making serious study the 
improvement adoption laws, the establishment 
criteria for determining suitability child for adop- 


tion, and criteria for determining suitability pro- 
spective adopting parents for foster parenthood. 

all the investigations made Pennsylvania, 
Pittsburgh has played important For years 
individuals and groups have worked under one aus- 
pices another the end improving adoption 
practices the state. The most recent movement 
this direction began 1938, under the sponsorship 
the Pittsburgh Federation Social Agencies. In- 
vitations serve committee study adoptions 
were sent members former similar committees 
Pittsburgh and others who could represent spe- 
cialized knowledge which was considered essential for 
really professional study adoptions. The present 
committee includes executives children’s agencies, 
administrators children’s institutions, medical so- 
cial workers, lawyers, board members, physicians, 
psychiatrist, psychologist, and geneticist. 

The geneticist finds, among the members this 
committee and the agencies represented, surprising 
willingness accept genetic point view child 
adoption practice. The better child welfare agencies 
over the country, andespecially Pennsylvania, have 
and are making every effort inform themselves 
concerning the hereditary and social background 
the children under their control. Not only the 
better agencies stress the family background but they 
make every effort check the child’s mental 
rating and emotional constitution. Some these 
agencies retain psychologist and psychiatrist 
their consulting staffs. 

These agencies, matter how well organized, are 
often faced with problems not easily solved. The 
great majority the children coming under their 
jurisdiction are born out wedlock. Sometimes 
record whatever the putative father available 
although the more serious case work agencies 
surprising lengths obtain information that may 
help; and they have, above all, humanized their 
technique handling the mother’s problems that 
they usually can learn something concerning her 
family background. However, spite the work 
the best case workers, child with any real family 
record from the genetic point view exception. 
Adding the difficulty the attitude most foster 
parents seeking child for adoption—they want and 


(Continued page 


q 
{ 
7 
7 
4 
q 
q 
q 
| 
wor 
4 
; 
7 
Fy 
| 
4 
q 
} 
q er 
q 
“ag 
q 
7 
3 
th 


CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE AMERICA BULLETIN 


BULLETIN 


Published monthly (omitted July and August) the official 
organ the Child Welfare League America. 


The Bulletin large measure Forum for discussion print child 
welfare problems. Endorsement does not necessarily with the printing 
opinions expressed over signature. 


Annual subscription, $1.00 Single copies, 10c. 


Checks payable Child Welfare League America, Inc. 


Call Action 


without dissenting vote, the General 
Report Children Democracy, the members 
the White House Conference accepted principle 
that underlies all the recommendations which con- 
stitute Action.” This principle that serv- 
ices needed enable children find security and 
opportunity for growth the democratic way life 
shall everywhere available. exception noted 
children and white children, sons and daugh- 
ters the native-born and the foreign-born, the 
children the migratory worker and those the 
established resident country town, all are 
brought within the range the aspirations the 
Conference, the name the American people, for 
the children who constitute the future our democ- 
racy. 

For children whose home conditions individual 
difficulties require special attention, this principle 
means the development resources money, per- 
sonnel, and public understanding, sufficient pro- 
vide essential social services every county other 
appropriate area. expressly stated that obli- 
gation rests upon both public and private agencies 
for the development such resources. These include 
direct service children local administrative units, 
with the public welfare department responsible for 
seeing that care and protection under public pri- 
vate auspices reaches all children need; State lead- 
ership, financial assistance, help improving stand- 
ards care, and direct administration such serv- 
ices cannot provided appropriately local 
units; and the enlargement Federal child-welfare 
activities make them more fully available, 
through the States, both public and private agen- 
cies and parents. 

The United States Children’s Bureau and the 
State welfare agencies, with which cooperates un- 
der the Social Security Act, are endeavoring with the 
aid advisory groups and interested citizens work 


out methods and standards service that can 
made universally available. Emphasis placed pri- 
marily upon children their own homes. Already 
some 500 counties with populations predominantly 
rural, local services are being provided with the aid 


child-welfare funds made available through 


the State welfare agencies. Many other rural coun- 
ties are being aided the development provisions 
for dependent and neglected children and children 
danger becoming delinquent, through State serv- 
ices made available district State-wide basis. 

Private children’s agencies, reason their ex- 
perience and the resources citizen interest and un- 
derstanding their command, have responsibility 
equal least that public agencies, the years 
that lie ahead. The Child Welfare League America 
represents natural center around which private 
agencies may rally. The objectives those experi- 
enced privately supported child-welfare work 
should two-fold: assist every means their 
power the extension adequately staffed and well- 
planned public service; and the adaptation private 
agency programs protective and case-work service 
children their own homes, and foster-home 
and institutional care, best gear with the 
public agencies reaching all children need and 
providing for each one whatever care best adapted 
his particular situation. Only fulfilling equally 
well both these functions can the children’s agencies 
America carry the spirit and with the vision 
Carstens, Prentice Murphy, and those 
other great leaders whose trust our challenge and 


our inspiration. 
LENROOT 


Mrs. Zitha Turitz Joins Staff 


the heavy demand for information and spe- 
cial bulletins phases children’s work, Mrs. Zitha 
Turitz comes the staff from the Jewish Board 
Guardians New York City. Mrs. Turitz 
graduate Radcliffe College and Simmons College 
School Social Work, with training research the 
Boston Psychopathic Hospital under Dr. Karl 
Bowman, now Director the Psychiatric Division 
Bellevue Hospital New York City, and special 
study the Harvard School Public Health 
Vital Statistics. After three years the Boston 
Psychopathic research social worker, Mrs. Turitz 
became member the casework staff the New 
York Association for Jewish Children, Foster Home 
Division, from which position she went, after three 
years, the Jewish Board Guardians New York 
for like period. 
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Steps Planning 


the Chairmanship Mr. Leonard Mayo, 
the Sub-Committee Planning the Committee 
Reorganization has met twice for full-day sessions 
formulate steps the reorganization the pro- 
gram the Child Welfare League. Because lack 
time before the Annual Meeting which final 
action will taken, certain measures exploration 
have had combined. 

The Committee anxious secure, supple- 
ment questionnaire discussion, some detail the 
weight demand for particular services order 
balance the program the most useful manner. 
Many persons and groups are assisting. March 
11, member agency executives and others the 
Southeastern Area met Atlanta with Mr. Areson, 
devoting the day detailed discussion the serv- 
ices most desired that part the South, and means 
support. the Mid-West Regional Conference 
Milwaukee, full session will devoted the 
same purpose. Participating will Miss Marietta 
Stevenson, Assistant Director the American Pub- 
lic Welfare Association, and Mrs. Ella Reed that 
Mr. Herschel Alt St. Louis and Miss Ethel 
Verry Chicago will lead similar discussion 
luncheon the Missouri State Conference Social 
Work. The New England Regional Conference will 
devote part its time such discussion April. 

Certain special groups are coming together con- 
sider special aspects possible program. 
April with the cooperation Miss Katharine 
Lenroot, number public welfare officials are meet- 
ing the Children’s Bureau, with the Planning 
Committee present, discuss the kinds service 
desired governmental departments for children 
from non-governmental national agency, 
League. addition the Children’s Bureau staff, 
Miss Jane Hoey the Social Security Board will 
contribute the experience the Aid Dependent 
Children program, Mr. Fred Hoehler the Amer- 
ican Public Welfare Association will take part, will 
state and county welfare department officials with 
special experience the subject. Service for urban 
areas being considered conferences New York, 
Chicago, Boston and Philadelphia supplement ma- 
terial already hand from Rochester, Richmond, 
Cleveland and other centers, and consultation with 
Community Chests and Councils, Inc. 

very clear the Committee that there 
sound loyalty the League and its standard setting 
function. Equally evident the demand that the 
formal program broadened reach other child 


welfare interests beyond the present membership. 
While such service has been rendered throughout the 
League’s history, has been incidental and not 
avowed and planned program. 

important that the League should prepare for 
active service the area public and private agency 
relations, and demand for this comes from both sides 
the equation. The policy formulated toward 
non-member organizations, many them institu- 
tions, and relation the protective field, will 
part guided results from the conferences and 
other explorations now process. 

The membership has expressed majority approval 
simpler financial relation the national support, 
while certain the conference groups have proposed 
other types financial participation. Very shortly 
the formulation plans will advanced the 
point where large donors and foundations may 
approached. 

Interesting proposals have been received regarding 
Board structure. Revision the Constitution 
being studied. From several groups and from Plan- 
ning Committee members have come suggestions 
some form regional organization with status the 
corporate structure, perhaps regional committees 
representative area interests, having representa- 
tion the Central Board and discharging areas 
some the purposes for which the central office has 
been more exclusively relied the past. The 
Committee believes that stronger proportion 
non-professional Board membership will advisable 
view such possible changes program. 

The Committee constantly impressed with the 
warrant for these and other items discussing 
the twenty years League service under Mr. Car- 
stens’ leadership. From the early days and the 
League served beyond the confines the member- 
ship. The progress events now being considered 
the Committee its planning clearly devel- 
opment the convictions that brought the League 
into being. 

ARESON 


Tue Florida State Board. Welfare, whose Chil- 
dren’s Department member the League, re- 
cently requested service working out the detail 
its plan cooperation with Child Welfare Services 
under the Security Act. Mr. Areson spent four days 
with the Department, which Mr. Codrington 
Commissioner, and met with Special Committee 
appointed bring about the integration Federal 
and State services. The Committee took action 
this effect final conference. 
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Personality Distortion and Early 
Institutional Care 


Lawson Lowrey, M.D., New 


(This summary paper given the American Orthopsychi- 
atric Association Annual Meeting Boston, February, 1940. 
Dr. Lowrey complete paper will appear the July issue the 
American Journal Orthopsychiatry.) 


group children who were reared in- 
fants’ homes from the time they were few weeks 
few months old until they were approximately three 
years age. this time they were transferred 
the care the Brooklyn Hebrew Orphan Asylum and 
placed foster (boarding) homes. During the first 
year service psychiatrist this institution, 
among others, four children were referred for study 
because behavior problems necessitating replace- 
ment who had been reared infants’ homes. The 
patterns behavior were striking and almost identi- 
cal. This led study the placement records 
series children reared, well the patterns 
behavior. 


The following points emerge from the study: 


These children suffer from isolation factors, in- 
cluding Levy’s “‘affect 


to 


The pattern behavior accentuated ex- 
ample that accompanying rejection. 


The children seem remain fixed the oral 
sadistic stage development. 


They are unprepared for and unequal the 
demands family setting. 


Infants should not reared institutions. 


Children should not placed three-four 
years from institutions (negativism peak). 


intermediate placement set-up indicated. 


The only common factor the lives these 
children was the infants’ home placement. 


Children placed the same homes after two 
years age not show the same patterns 
behavior. 


Case histories are cited show the greater inci- 
dence symptoms deprivation, isolation, failure 
maturation, increased narcissism, sadistic re- 
actions, etc. 

These points are important considering social 
resources. Provision adequate for their psychological 
needs should made for infants, the runabout child 
(two-six), the school child and the adolescent. 
one prescription will for any group, except the 
light common background. 


News and Notes 


One America’s major crime problems—the hand- 
ling youthful offenders from juvenile court age 
being presented the radio audi- 
ence new broadcast series, Youth the 
The American Law Institute collaborating with 
the Educational Division the National Broadcast- 
ing Company presenting this series based two- 
year investigation the Institute’s Committee 
Criminal Justice-Youth. Beginning March the 
program will broadcast over WJZ and stations 
the NBC Blue Network Mondays from 7:15 
7:30 M., EST. Stirring dramatic episodes based 
real life stories show the road these youths travel 
from early minor offenses later serious crimes, and 
each dramatic sketch followed brief discussion 
one the eminent jurists, sociologists and crimi- 
nologists who comprise the Institute’s committee. 


Tue Children’s Home and Aid Society an- 
nounces the appointment Bernard Roloff 
Director Public Information. Mr. Roloff comes 
the child welfare field from the Travelers’ Aid So- 
ciety Chicago, where was responsible for fund- 
raising and publicity for the past seven years. has 
been active the national field member the 
Board Directors the Social Work Publicity 
Council and chairman the Interpretation Com- 
mittee the National Travelers’ Aid Association. 
The Society plans intensive program public 
information which will include the use slide films, 
radio, newspapers, and its own quarterly magazine, 


for Children.” 


Child Welfare Services Rural 
New York State 


fifty-three page pamphlet has been published 
the Department Social Welfare Albany. 
carries foreword David Adie, Commissioner 
the Department, and divided into two parts; 
first, material program, including objectives and 
scope, county studies, training program and demon- 
strations; and second, section training and con- 
sultation, with plan and organization, methods, re- 
sults and evaluation. 

Those concerned with in-service training will 
particularly interested the material methods 
and evaluation. 
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Genetics Child Adoption Practice 
(Continued from page 


usually insist upon baby arms, preferably not 
over one year old. 

Obviously there real problem here. Without 
fairly good family record the geneticist can 
little help. The psychologist can make only 
very uncertain estimates concerning the mental pros- 
pects one-year-old child. The psychiatrist, and 
with good reason, recommends general that the 
child placed its permanent foster home before 
the age eighteen months; but cannot offer 
great deal toward the analysis the makeup such 
young child. The medical contribution good but 
not conclusive, and the agency faced with the 
necessity waiting until the child older and 
diminishing its chances final adoption, taking 
chance and placing foster home. 

The geneticist called for general statement 
and keeping mind the very practical aspects this 
problem might permitted the following conclu- 
sions. the problem child adoption would 
seem that out all the tremendous data genetics 
general and human heredity particular only 
those analyses which assume solution certain 
definite problems are any immediate value. the 
general mental level inherited? Are abilities inher- 
Are the morphological and nervous defects en- 
countered inherited? And on. 

the great number physical characters which 
have been genetically analyzed the human, only 
few would essential the adoption 
practice the agency, the physician consulted, well 
the foster parents themselves, could usually de- 
termine whether the child question, whatever the 
age, was physically normal not. There are large 
number heritable physical abnormalities known 
the human, but most them are very rare our 
general population. Usually these, when present 
the stock, appear birth, that the physical exam- 
ination here should nearly all cases sufficient 
guide. course the child might carrying num- 
ber unwanted recessives, but that could shown 
only the most complete family histories—too com- 
plete for all practical purposes. 

all the physical characters, probably those most 
necessary identify adoption practice the 
United States would the characters appearing 
crosses between negroes and whites. Skin color be- 
tween whites and negroes appears depend upon 
multiple diluting factors. The question often arises 
whether person who passes for white, but who 
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may actually have some negro blood, would ever pro- 
duce black child. Where there suspicion 
negro ancestry but apparent color the child, 
especially the child several years old, would 
seem that this negro-white question could ignored, 
since there chance two apparently white par- 
ents having negro child. certain sections the 
country this problem arises more frequently than 
others. course negro characteristics include hair 
type and feature. These, however, should 
ciently apparent even very young child. 

One might say that the chief human defects which 
are interest adoption practice would those 
concerned with the nervous system, which many 
mutations have occurred the past. Besides these, 
which may bring about disorders major char- 
acter, intelligence such inherited quantity. 

The problem the genetic basis for mental ability 
most important and most difficult one 
analyze. Mental abilities range from inferior 
superior with all inter-gradations, fact which un- 
doubtedly indicates great many variable genes. 

Mental tests are the only means have present 
segregate this continuous variability. arbi- 
trarily draw line between the feebleminded, the 
dull, the normal and the superior, etc. Genetically 
such division does not exist. Mental development 
among individuals ranges continuous series from 
one extreme the other. evident that feeble- 
mindedness represents merely grade mental 
velopment and not itself entity. 

Feeblemindedness may, however, considered 
general the direct result genetic variability. Ruling 
out the obvious accidental causes, such meningitis, 
syphilis, glandular imbalance, etc., the vast majority 
feebleminded individuals owe their defect he- 
reditary factors. 

Superior mentality comes from superior lines 
general. Geniuses are apparently never the offspring 
mentally deficient parents. Superior mentality, 
basically, fortunate assortment the better 
genes. This statement does not ignore the obvious 
fact that hereditary mechanism independent 
the effect the environment. Poor nurture will 
prevent the best genetic assortment from appearing. 

For practical purposes adoption the mental level 
very young child the time adoption may 
not known. Only the psychologist can determine 
this all accurately and then only older children. 
present there sure method determining 
the mental level one two old child. The 
geneticist can only point out here that would 
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expected general that child relatively low level 
mentality would come from family low level, 
especially family background shows continuous 
low level through grandparents and other relatives. 

the nervous system there are number very 
undesirable mutations which, seems, should en- 
tirely avoided they appear anywhere the family 
history, and especially there record them 
both sides the family. These concern psychoses 
general. Personally, the writer would not want 
adopt child whose family background showed 
any the following nervous disorders: Spinal ataxia, 
paralysis agitans, Huntington’s chorea, amaurotic ju- 
venile idiocy, etc. 

The family record should closely scrutinized for 
psychoses. The difficulty classification makes this 
major problem for the geneticist. Since least 
ten per cent the population said suffer from 
some form insanity, this one the most impor- 
tant all genetic surveys. Definitely some types are 
known genetic—dementia praecox being one and 
manic-depressive insanity another. Also al- 
though here again there difficulty classification. 
said, however, that epileptic parent will pro- 
duce epileptic child one out ten chances. 

The psychiatrist may point out that some these 
are generally doubtful. survey the literature 
recent years seems show that the evidence from 
the genetic side. These disorders and others appear 
definitely hereditary. true that accidents 
can happen and that there may number acci- 
dental causes for some these disorders. However, 
the writer can only say that he, personally, would 
afraid adopt child any record 
psychosis appeared the family record, especially 
both sides. 

The writer fully realizes that the practical worker 
adoption cannot possibly take into consideration 
the controversies going genetics over these and 
other characters the human. The writer has tried 
point out merely what may some value. Per- 
sonally, were about adopt child would 
naturally fall back pretty heavily the agency con- 
tacted. would avoid bad family records, and where 
there was absolutely family record would prob- 
ably afraid through with the adoption. 
would especially cautious only one parent were 
known unless the child question had, reached 
age when psychological and other tests could ap- 
plied with some certainty. And may also say that 
would not, under any circumstances, take child 
from any but agency which was equipped with the 
tools and the staff provide history and make use 

the technical knowledge necessary this problem. 
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permits and encourages outside activity, including 
contact with recreational centers, social workers, 
friends and their own families. 

Every institutional group can handle just many 
difficult children and which can 
set limit the numbers. Perhaps one-sixth the 
population, taken intelligently, can considered 
“problem children” their admission. Their influ- 
ence will tend neutralized the strength the 
main group. view the fact that many children 
who require placement fall the category severe 
maladjustments, small percentage failures can 
expected. Institutional people tend feel too 
fensive about this and deny, perhaps, that fail- 
ures have occurred that they are Ob- 
jective workers expect occasional failures and seem 
not disturbed when they occur. 

The length the stay should limited, for nor- 
mal living small units and not group living. The 
advantage group living not continuous and there 
tendency for children and workers want 
prolong the child’s stay because life becomes pretty 
simple and comfortable after couple years. 
Group living beyond this point ordinarily not 
necessary and may produce prolonged feelings de- 
pendency which will result difficult adjustments 
afterwards. would seem safe judgment that 
children about sixteen should have greater oppor- 
tunity make independent adjustments than will 
available the ordinary institution. 


CONCLUSION 


The adjustment the child group living de- 
pends three factors: 


The readiness the child for group experiences. 
must either have left dependency before- 
hand have chance feel accepted and 
loved the adult the group. safer 
place children groups after they have made 
vith their parents parent substi- 
tutes, six eight years. 


The readiness the workers take recessive 
position the group. They should avail- 
able, accessible and guiding, with minimum 
judgmental, approving disapproving 
authoritative emphasis. 

The homogeneity the group Group 
life and the group and the members 
the group will form good relationships they 
are given opportunity share their govern- 
ment and also the group made fairly 
homogeneous types. 
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